ORDINANCE NUMBER 2025-020

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF
NASSAU COUNTY, FLORIDA, AMENDING THE NASSAU COUNTY
LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE; SPECIFICALLY AMENDING ARTICLE
30. SIGN REGULATIONS; AMENDING SECTION 30.01, RESIDENTIAL
DISTRICTS; RENAMING AND ESTABLISHING APPLICABILITY;
DELETING RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT SIGN REGULATIONS;
AMENDING SECTION 30.02, COMMERCIAL DISTRICTS; RENAMING
AND ESTABLISHING ALTERNATIVE SIGN REGULATIONS;
DELETING COMMERCIAL SIGN REGULATIONS; AMENDING
SECTION 30.03, INDUSTRIAL DISTRICTS; RENAMING AND
PROVIDING FOR PROHIBITED SIGNS; DELETING INDUSTRIAL SIGN
REGULATIONS; AMENDING SECTION 30.04, OPEN RURAL
DISTRICT; RENAMING AND DEFINING DEVICES NOT REGULATED
AS SIGNAGE; DELETING OPEN RURAL SIGN REGULATIONS;
AMENDING SECTION 30.05, EXCLUDING SIGNS PERMITTED;
RENAMING AND PROVIDING DEFINITIONS; ADDING SECTION 30.06,
SIGNAGE REGULATIONS; AMENDING ARTICLE 35. STATE ROAD
200/A1A ACCESS MANAGEMENT OVERLAY DISTRICT; AMENDING
SECTION 35.01, DEFINITIONS; DELETING DEFINITIONS; AMENDING
SECTION 35.03, VESTING, PROVIDING DATE OF ADOPTION;
AMENDING SECTION 35.09, SPECIAL RESTRICTIONS; MODIFYING
INTENT; CLARIFYING PEDESTRIAN AND BICYCLE CIRCULATION;
CORRECTING DEPARTMENT REFERENCES; DELETING SIGNAGE
REGULATIONS; DELETING MINIMUM LOT DIMENSIONS;
PROVIDING FOR COMPLIANCE WITH FEDERAL CASE LAW;
PROVIDING FOR CONSOLIDATION OF CODE REGULATIONS
WITHIN THE LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE; PROVIDING FOR
CODIFICATION; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICTING PROVISIONS;
PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND PROVIDING FOR AN
EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, the Legislature of the State of Florida has, in Chapter 125, Florida
Statutes, conferred upon local governments the authority to adopt regulations designed to
promote the public health, safety and general welfare of its citizenry; and
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WHEREAS, Chapter 163, Part II, Florida Statutes, known as the “Community Planning
Act” requires local government to establish and implement Comprehensive Plans to preserve,
promote, protect, and improve public health, safety, comfort, good order, appearance,
convenience, law enforcement and fire prevention, and general welfare; and

WHEREAS, Section 163.3202, Florida Statutes requires the implementation of land
development regulations to provide for the regulation of signage; and

WHEREAS, the County acknowledges that certain definitions in the County’ code
regarding signs require deletion or amendment in light of the United States Supreme Court
decision in Reed v. Town of Gilbert, Arizona, 135 S. Ct. 2218 (2015), and lower courts further
interpretation of this decision, and

WHEREAS, commercial speech is not afforded the same level of protection as non-
commercial speech, and can therefore be regulated as commercial speech; and

WHEREAS, Nassau County has a significant interest in promoting the safety and
convenience of its citizens on public parks, streets, and rights-of-way. Madsen v. Women’s Health
Center, 512 U.S. 753, 768 (1994); and

WHEREAS, Nassau County has significant interest in providing a safe and pleasant
environment and in eliminating nuisance activity, Smith v. City of Fort Lauderdale, Florida, 177
F.3d 954, 956 (11" Cir. 1999); and

WHEREAS, the regulation of signage for purposes of aesthetics is a substantial
governmental interest and directly serves the policy articulated in Article I, Section 7, of the
Florida Constitution, by conserving and protecting its scenic beauty; and

WHEREAS, regulation of signage is currently contained in multiple sections of the Code
of Nassau County and Land Development Code; and

WHEREAS, regulation of signage for all unincorporated county must be consolidated into
the Nassau County Land Development Code; and

WHEREAS, public notice of all hearings required by law has been provided in accordance
with Chapters 125 and 163 Florida Statutes and the Nassau County Land Development Code; and
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WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners finds this ordinance serves the health,
safety, and welfare of the residents of and visitors to Nassau County, Florida.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of County Commissioners of
Nassau County that the following regulation is hereby adopted.

SECTION 1. FINDINGS.

The above findings are true and correct and are incorporated herein by reference.

SECTION 2. AMENDING ARTICLE 30. SIGN REGULATIONS.

Appendix A Land Development Code, Article 30. SIGN REGULATIONS is hereby
amended to read as follows:
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th or the setback provisions of the county's approved comprehensive
plan ana access management standards.

However, such exemption shall lapse under the following circumstances:

1. If a parcel/outparcel is further divided, all of the parcels/outparcels thus created shall
comply with these regulations.

2. If existing lots are assembled to form a larger lot that exceeds two and one-half (2}%)
acres, these regulations shall be applied to the larger tract.

3. Agricultural uses, to include silviculture, are exempt from these regulations. However,
should agricultural/silvicultural lands be sold or converted to any non-
agricultural/silvicultural use, and the lands are larger than two and one-half (2!%) acres,
then these regulations shall apply.

Section 35.09. - Special restrictions.

Sidewalks on development parcels shall logically extend from the existing or proposed
sidewalk system along the right-of-way.

B.  Setbacks. Setbacks on the SR 200/A 1A corridor shall be the requirements of the
underlying zoning plus an additional twenty-five (25) feet.

(1) The additional twenty-five-foot setback may be waived by the development
review committee (DRC) at the written recommendation of the planning
irector or designee subject to the following:

a. Rennect for waiver of the additional twentv-five (25) feet shall be submitted

il
‘to
review. The request shall, at a minimum, 1ncluae tne roLoOwIng:

1. Thorough narrative describing the nature of the request and the reason
for request.

2. Asite plan that shall include the subject property and the necessary
areas of the surrounding lands to determine the interrelationship with
the corridor and adjacent properties.
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Rather, access to outparcels and new parcels shall be provided via a
driveway to the parent tract, or by frontage roads or rearage roads with
priority and focus on rearage roads, whenever possible. The county has no
obligation to provide such roads.

The county shall regulate access pursuant to these regulations in site plan
review or at time of new parcel and/or outparcel creation, as applicable.

As part of the county's site plan review, all developers and/or ¢ 1ers and
applicants shall be required to dedicate a cross-access easement in a manner
that connects to adjacent cross-access easements or public rights-of-way.

It shall be the responsibility of the engineering services director or his/her
designee to ensure that cross-access easements are dedicated as part of the
site plan review process, and that such easements connect or will connect to
similar easements on adjacent property.

SECTION 4. CODIFICATION.

It is the intent of the Board of County Commissioners for Nassau County that the provisions
of this Ordinance shall become and shall be made part of the Code of Ordinances of Nassau
County, Florida. The sections of this Ordinance may be re-numbers or re-lettered and the words
may be changed to section, article or other such appropriate word or phrase in order to accomplish
such intention. The Nassau County Clerk of Courts will ensure that this Ordinance is codified into,
and published, as part of the Nassau County Code of Ordinances.
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SECTION 5. CONFLICTING PROVISIONS.

All ordinances, or parts of ordinances, in conflict with the provisions of this ordinance are
hereby repealed to the extent of such conflict.

SECTION 6. SEVERABILITY.

It is the intent of the Board of County Commissioners of Nassau County, Florida, and is
hereby provided, that if any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase, or provision of this
Ordinance is held to be invalid or unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, such
invalidity or unconstitutionality shall not be so construed as to render invalid or unconstitutional
the remaining provisions of this Ordinance.

SECTION 7. EFFECTIVE DATE.

This Ordinance shall take effect upon filing with the Secretary of State as provided in
Florida Statutes, Section 125.66.

ADOPTED THIS _28th DAY OF_July , 2025 BY THE
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF NASSAU COUNTY, FLORIDA.

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
NASSAU COUNTY, FLORIDA

Chairman
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ATTEST AS TO CHAIRMAN’S SIGNATURE:

M
[ts: Ex-Officio Clerk

Approved as to form by the Nassau County Attorney:

Dronniore . via
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RON DESANTIS CORD BYRD
Governor Secretary of State

July 31, 2025

John A. Crawford

Clerk of the Circuit Court
Nassau County

76347 Veteran’s Way, Suite 456
Yulee, Florida 32097

Dear John Crawford:

Pursuant to the provisions of Section 125.66, Florida Statutes, this will acknowledge receipt of your
electronic copy of Nassau County Ordinance No. 2025-020, which was filed in this office on July 31, 2025.

Sincerely,

Alexandra Leijon
Administrative Code and Register Director

AL/dp

R. A. Gray Building ¢ 500 South Bronough Street o Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0250
Telephone: (850) 245-6270





